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PREFACE. 



The volume of the Transactions of the Moravian Historical Society, here- 
with issued, constitutes an important addition to Moravian history and 
biography, presenting many facts, nowhere else to be found in print, with 
regard to the early period of the Church in this country and the still 
earlier time in Bohemia and Moravia. 

It will be seen that no less than six papers, all of them of unusual im- 
portance, with geographical and biographical notes which are invaluable, 
were furnished by the late Eev. William C. Reichel, the most prolific and 
distinguished local historian the Church has ever had. His graceful pen 
will be missed in the future Transactions of the Society, and their first 
volume would be incomplete without a brief memorial of his life and 
labors. 

William Cornelius Reichel was born at Salem, N. C, on the 9th of May, 
1824. His father was the Kev. Gotthold Benjamin Eeichel, Principal of the 
Salem Female Academy, and, at the same time, one of the Pastors of the 
Church at that place. His grandfather was the Rt. Rev. Charles Gotthold 
Reichel, D.D., Bishop of the Church, and President of the Southern and, 
subsequently, of the Northern Provincial Boards, from 1802 to 1817. His 
great grandfather was the Rev. Charles R. Reichel, a distinguished clergyman 
of the Lutheran Church in Germany, whose father, grandfather, and great 
grandfather were all ministers of the Gospel. Professor Reichel belonged, 
therefore, to a family the heads of which, for six generations, devoted them- 
selves to the holy ministry and accomplished great things in the name of the 
Lord. At the age of ten years he entered Nazareth Hall, and passed 
through a complete course in that school, as also in the Theological 
Seminary at Bethlehem. In 1844 he re-entered Nazareth Hall as a teacher. 

This was the beginning of his career as an educator, which embraced the 
remaining thirty two years of his life. . After leaving Nazareth Hall he 
taught in the Parochial School and in the Seminary for Young Ladies at 
Bethlehem, until 1858. In that year he was appointed Professor in the 
Theological Seminary, where he served for four years, and was then consti- 
tuted Principal of Linden Hall, in 1862. His labors in this scliool were 
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crowned with great success. It numbered only about thirty scholars when 
he took charge of it, but soon reached the same height of prosperity which 
it had formerly occupied, comprising about one hundred and twenty-five 
pupils. At the close of the year 1867, he resigned his office as Principal, and 
re-entered the Theological Seminary as a Professor. In 1870 he accepted a 
vacant professorship in the Moravian Seminary at Bethlehem, and labored 
in this position until his death. Hard literary work during the intense heat 
of the summer of 1876 brought on a nervous prostration, which developed 
into a typhoid fever. He died in the night of the 25th of October, 1876, in 
the fifty-third year of his age. 

Professor Reichel was a man of rare and manifold talents, a ripe scholar, 
and an indefatigable student. He excelled as a linguist in Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew; he was at home in the natural sciences, especially in botany ; 
he had a decided gift for painting, and produced a number of pictures of no 
little merit ; and, in his youth, he delighted and gained great proficiency in 
music. In fact, there were few branches of knowledge in which he could 
not excel, if he chose to pursue them with the determination to succeed. 

About the year 1858 he began his career as a writer, and pursued it with 
enthusiasm until his death. He took up local Moravian history, read 
thousands of pages of ancient manuscripts preserved in the Bethlehem 
Archives, examined piles of old account books, and gathered a vast fund of 
information with regard to the early times of the American Moravian 
Church. Such information he knew how to present in an attractive form. 
His style was graceful, full of poetic beauty, flowing like the gentle waters 
of a brook. 

Besides numerous articles in the Moravian and the Daily Times of Bethle- 
hem, he wrote the following papers and works : 

1. A History of Nazareth Hall, based on the. MSS. of the Eev. Levin T. Beichel, 
his uncle, pp. 162. Philadelphia, 1855. 

2. A History of the Rise, Progress and Present Condition of the Bethlehem Female 
Seminary, with a Catalogue of its Pupils, 1785-1858, pp. 468. Illustrated. Phila- 
delphia, 1858. 

3. Moravians in New York and Connecticut. A Memorial of the dedication of 
monuments erected by the Moravian Historical Society, to mark the sites of ancient 
Missionary Stations in New York and Connecticut, pp. 185. Illustrated. Phila- 
delphia, 1860. 

4. Historical Sketch of Nazareth Hall from 1755 to 1869, with an account of the 
Re-unions of Former Pupils, and of the Inauguration of a Monument at Nazareth 
llth June, 1868, erected in memory of the Alumni who fell in the late Rebellion, pp. 
356. Illustrated. Philadelphia, 1869. 

5. Memorixds of the Moravian Church, Vol. I. pp. 366. Philadelphia, 1870. 
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6. Wyalusing, and the Moravian Mission at Friedenshuetten. Part V. Transac- 
tions of the Moravian Historical Society, pp. 45. Bethleliem, 1871. 

7. Names which the Lenni Lennape or Delaware Indians gave to rivers, streams, 
and localities within the States of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland and Virginia, 
with their significations. Prepared from a MS. by John Hecken-elder. Part VI. of 
Transactions of the Moravian Historical Society, pp. 55. Bethlehem, 1872. 

8. A Red Rose from the Olden Time; or, A Ramble through, the Annals of the Rose 
Inn, on the Barony of Nazareth, in the days of the Province, pp. 40. Philadelphia, 
1872. 

9. The Grown Inn, near Bethlehem, Penna., 1745. A History, touching the events 
that occurred at that notable Hostelry, during the reigns of the Second and Third 
Oeorges, and rehearsing the transmission of " the Simpson Tract," in Lower Saucon 
Township, Bucks County, in unbroken chain of title, from William Penn, of Worm- 
inghurst, in the County of Sussex, Esqr., to Margaret and William Lowther; to Mar- 
garet Poole of Coney Hutch; to Joseph Stanwix, of Bartlett's Buildings; to John 
Simpson, of Tower Hilt ; and last, to Jasper Payne, of Bethlehem, wine-cooper, for the 
sole use and behoof of his Moravian Brethren, between 1681 and 1746 .• Being a par- 
tial unfolding of the particular annals of early Moravian settlement, and other settle- 
ment, in the Province of Pennsylvania, pp. 162. Illustrated. Philadelphia, 1872. 

10. The Old Sun Inn, at Bethlehem, Penna., 1758, now the Sun Hotel An Au- 
thentic History, pp. 51. Doylestown, Pa., 1873. 

11. A Register of Members of the Moravian Church, and of persons attached to said 
Church in this country and abroad, between 1727 and 1754. By Rev. A. Reincke. 
Illustrated with historical annotations by William C. Beiehel. Part VII. Transac- 
tions of the Moravian Historical Society, pp. 142. Bethlehem, 1873. 

12. History, Manners, and Customs of the Indian Nations who once inhabited 
Pennsylvania and the neighboring States. By the Rev. John Heckewelder. New and 
revised edition, with an introduction and notes, pp. 450. Illustrated. (Publication 
Fund of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.) Philadelphia, 1876. 

13. A Sketch of Northampton County, in Dr. Egle's Illustrated History of Penn- 
sylvania, pp. 30. 

14. Two MS. Monographs, namely, Friedenshuetten, or the Stockaded Mill, and 
History of the Trombone. 

It thus appears that he did more than any other writer to preserve and 
make known the local history of the American Moravian Church. Under 
the patronage of a few members of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
he was preparing to write at the time of his death, "The History of Bethle- 
hem," a " Centennial Memorial Volume of the Bethlehems," and the " His- 
tory of Northampton County, Pennsylvania," for which works he had been 
patiently collecting materials for many years. He left a large mass of notes, 
memoranda, maps drawn by his own hand, and plans of old buildings, 
which he meant to use in writing these works. 

The Moravian Historical Society may well be proud of having had such a 
historian among its membership, and will ever remember him as one of its 
most indefatigable coadjutors. 



